
THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA 

ATLANTA DIVISON 

CARLOS RAMIREZ 

on behalf of himself and all others 

similarly situated, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

THE P ARADIES SHOPS, LLC, 
a Georgia limited liability company, 

Defendant( s ). 

Case No. 1:21-cv-03758-ELR 

ORDER GRANTING 

PRELIMINARY 

APPROVAL OF CLASS 

ACTION SETTLEMENT 

Before this Court is Plaintiffs Unopposed Amended Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement ("Motion"). [Doc. 48]. The 

Court has reviewed the Motion and Settlement Agreement, [Doc. 48-2], 

between Plaintiff and Defendant, The Paradies Shops, LLC ("Paradies" or 

"Defendant"). After reviewing Plaintiffs unopposed request for preliminary 

approval, this Court GRANTS the Motion and preliminarily concludes that the 

proposed Settlement Agreement is fair, reasonable, and adequate. The Court 

DENIES as MOOT the Plaintiff's originally-filed Unopposed Motion for 

Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement. [Doc. 43].

ACCORDINGLY, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The Settlement Agreement 1, including the proposed notice plan and forms

 1 All capitalized terms used in this Order shall have the same meanings as set forth in 

the Settlement Agreement. 
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of notice to the Settlement Class, the appointment of Representative Plaintiff 

Carlos Ramirez as the Class Representative, the appointment of Proposed Class 

Counsel as Class Counsel for Plaintiff and the Settlement Class, the approval of 

Angeion as the Claims Administrator, the various forms of class relief provided 

under the terms of the Settlement Agreement, and the proposed method of 

distribution of settlement benefits are fair, reasonable, and adequate, subject to 

further consideration at the Final Approval Hearing described below. 

2. The Court does hereby preliminarily and conditionally approve and certify,

for settlement purposes, the following Settlement Class: 

All individual U.S. residents to whom Paradies 

(through its vendor Epiq) sent notice of the 

Ransomware Attack, as evidenced by the Class List. 2

Excluded from the Settlement Class are: (1) the Judge 

and Magistrate Judge presiding over the Litigation, any 

members of the Judges' respective staffs, and 

immediate members of the Judges' respective families; 

(2) officers, directors, members and shareholders of

Defendant; (3) persons who timely and validly request

exclusion from and/or opt-out of the Settlement Class

and the successors and assigns of any such excluded

persons; and (4) any person found by a court of

competent jurisdiction to be guilty under criminal law

of initiating, causing, aiding or abetting the criminal

activity or occurrence of the Ransomware Attack or

who pleads nolo contendere to any such charge.

Defendant represents that the Settlement Class contains

approximately 72,376 individuals.

3. For purposes of settlement, based on the information provided: the

Settlement Class is ascertainable; it consists of approximately 72,376 Settlement 

2 "Ransomware Attack" means the ransomware attack in 2020 during which the 

threat actor accessed systems that contained certain records. 
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Class Members, satisfying numerosity; there are common questions of law and 

fact including whether Defendant failed to implement and maintain reasonable 

security procedures and practices appropriate to the nature and scope of the 

information compromised in the Ransomware Attack, satisfying commonality; 

the proposed Class Representative's claims are typical in that they allege they 

have been damaged by the same conduct and in the same or similar ways as the 

other members of the Settlement Class; the proposed Class Representative and 

Class Counsel fully, fairly, and adequately protect the interests of the Settlement 

Class; questions of law and fact common to members of the Settlement Class 

predominate over questions affecting only individual members for settlement 

purposes; and a class action for settlement purposes is superior to other available 

methods for the fair and efficient adjudication of this Action. 

4. The Court appoints Representative Plaintiff Carlos Ramirez as the

Settlement Class Representative. 

5. The Court appoints John A. Yanchunis, Morgan & Morgan Complex

Litigation, and Ryan D. Maxey, Maxey Law Firm, P.A as Settlement Class 

Counsel. 

6. The Court appoints Angeion as the Claims Administrator.

7. The Court shall hold a Final Approval Hearing on July 24,

2025, at 11:00am, in Courtroom No. 1708, Richard B. Russell Federal Building 

& United States Courthouse, 2211 United States Courthouse, 75 Ted Turner 

Drive, S.W., Atlanta, GA  30303-3309, for the following purposes:
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Class Counsel to file a motion for fees No later than 21 days before the 

objection/opt-out deadline 

Objection Date 60 days after the Class Notice Date 

Opt-Out Date 60 days after the Class Notice Date 

Claims Deadline 90 days after the Class Notice Date 

Claims Administrator to furnish to Within 7 days after the Opt-Out Date 

Parties a complete list of all 

timely and valid requests for exclusion 

(the "Opt-Out List") 

Class Counsel to file the Opt-Out List No later than 10 days prior to the Final 

with the Court Fairness Hearing 

Class counsel to file the Final No later than 21 days before the Final 

Approval Motion Fairness Hearing 

Scheduling of the Final Fairness No earlier than: (i) 100 days after the 

Hearing notices are made or (ii) 14 days after 

the Claims Deadline, whichever is 

later 

Payment of Settlement Fund by 10 days after entry of Judgment 

Defendant, if there is no Objection 

Payment of Settlement Fund by Within 30 days of the Effective Date 

Defendant, if there is an Objection i.e., the date by which the Settlement 
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April            2025.
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